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I grew up in Fargo and felt 
God calling me to ministry 
while I was a student at 
Bethel. My youth pastor, 
Shane Stacey, mentored 
me and gave me many 
opportunities to grow 
and lead. He and others 
encouraged me to attend 
Wheaton College, where 
mentors and professors 
affirmed my call to 
ministry.

PASTOR

 
At Wheaton College in Illinois, I received two MAs in 
Biblical Exegesis and Historical & Systematic Theology, 
and a BA in Biblical & Theological Studies and Ancient 
Languages. I also received a Certificate in Historical 
Geography from Jerusalem University College.
 
I felt God calling me to work with students, and, 
specifically, I desired to reinvest in the community 
and church that invested in me as a student. Fargo and 
Bethel are home to me.

 I met my wife Sarah in the Wheaton College library. 
We married this past January 11, 2014. I love playing 
my guitar and singing alongside her as she plays her 
violin. We’ve been blessed to play during worship, at 
weddings, at coffee shops, and more. 

RIGHT NOW I’M READING:
The Old Testament

“Almost Christian: What the Faith of 
Our Teenagers is Telling the Ameri-
can Church” by Kenda Creasy Dean

SCRIPTURERomans 8:28
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
When we make God the center of all we are, when we are His, 
everything else falls into place.

PRAYERPray Sarah and I would seek God first and center 
our lives on Him. Pray we build meaningful 
relationships at Bethel.

Ephesians 2:8-9
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
I was dead in my sin, unable to save myself, 
unable to earn His grace, and Jesus Christ saved 
me.

Matthew 28:19-20
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
This is my mission. More than that, Jesus 
promises He is with me to lead this mission of 
building God’s kingdom on earth.

Pray Bethel students and 
student ministry leaders 
would have a year of 
great spiritual growth and 
missional momentum.

Steven and Sarah

Steven and Sarah with his parents 
Jim & Shari and brother Isaac

CHALLENGE 2014


