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Haggai is the second shortest book in the Hebrew Scriptures. His message
stands out for his clear call for repentance wrapped in hope for the
nation of Israel. In 586 BC the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed and the
people were exiled to Babylon. Under Cyrus, King of Persia, 50,000 Jews
were allowed to return to Israel with Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah,
Joshua, the high priest, and the prophets Haggai and Zechariah. Haggai’s
was the first of several prophetic voices calling God’s people to obedience
following their return from exile. After 16 years of being back in the land,
little progress was made in rebuilding the temple according to God’s
instruction. God raised up Haggai to call the people to repentance for
their spiritual apathy. God used Haggai and Zechariah to spur the people
on in trusting obedience.
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How does understanding the history of Haggai help you better
understand his call to obedience?
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In Haggai, at what point do the people of God turn back in obedience?
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What does it mean to, “Feast on God’s presence, not His presents?”
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How is the pattern of Haggai similar or different than the pattern of
Hebrews 12?
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For more information about Growth Groups, the At Home Study Guide,
and a podcast of sermons with study guide, visit www.bethelfc.com.
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