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In the early 1970s, a young boy used to point to the Piggly
Wiggly grocery store on the lot next to Bethel on South
University Drive and tell people, “That’s our church.”
Well, not quite. Piggly Wiggly’s management allowed Bethel
attenders to park on its lot during the church’s Sunday
services. Among those doing so were this boy’s parents.
Bethel’s South University building had been constructed when
its downtown Fargo facility was sold and torn down to make
room for the Fargo Civic Center. The first service in the new
structure was held Christmas Day, 1958. It was formally
dedicated March 9, 1959.
But while both its building and location were new, Bethel’s
mission of leading people to Christ and helping them grow
spiritually was the same as it had been when Bethel was
founded in 1891.
In the 70s and 80s, the building and the ministry expanded.
The building was remodeled and enlarged. KFNW-FM began
broadcasting the services; Bethel became a co-sponsor of the
new Park Christian School; a program for senior citizens was
formed; the AWANA program at
Bethel begun.
All this, plus the clear-cut
preaching and teaching of the
Word led more and more people
to Bethel. One Sunday morning,
over 600 came to the morning
services, forcing the ushers to
scramble to find seating for
everyone.

This growth boom seemed to indicate God wanted Bethel to
reach out even more. And it did. In 1979, Bethel sent 70
members to launch Salem Evangelical Free Church in Fargo,
and in 1990 started Shiloh Evangelical Free Church in West
Fargo.
Still, Bethel’s attendance grew, stretching the building (and its
parking spaces) to the max. So, after much prayer, the
congregation voted to raise funds for another big move: In
1985 it bought eight acres of land in what is known as the
Bluemont Lakes Addition of south Fargo.
In 1991, Bethel sold its building on South University to Dakota
Clinic (now Innovis Health), and in the spring of 1993, the
congregation gathered on a treeless field on its Bluemont
Lakes property and held a groundbreaking ceremony for its
new structure.
The first service in that building was held in June 1994, in what
now is the Family Life Center. When the congregation outgrew
the FLC, the present sanctuary and other additions were
constructed. And so here we are today. Only the Lord knows
what lies ahead for Bethel.
And Bethel’s old building on South University? It had become
the clinic’s storehouse; where the pews once sat, shelves were
installed to hold medical supplies. Today, that building’s outlook
is bleak. An Innovis spokeswoman says the building is filled
with mold. It’s so dangerous nobody is allowed in without
wearing a mask. Because of it being a health hazard, she says,
the building will be torn down, probably within a year.
The Piggly Wiggly store was demolished years ago, and the
clinic uses its site for a parking lot. So all traces of what the
young boy thought was his family’s church are history, and the
actual church building soon will be.
But Bethel’s ministry to the Fargo-Moorhead area and to the
world rolls on.
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His loving kindness
is everlasting.” Psalm 136:1

